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ά! WǳǊȅ ƻŦ IŜǊ tŜŜǊǎέ  

$ÉÄ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ Ȱ! *ÕÒÙ ÏÆ (ÅÒ 0ÅÅÒÓȟȱ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ sitting on 

Á ÊÕÒÙȩ )ÔȭÓ ÔÒÕÅȢ 9ÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÉÔÎÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÃÒÉÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÏ ×ÅÉÇÈ ÉÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌÓȭ ɉÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÓȭɊ actions: domestic abuse, a murder, hiding evidence, and so 

on. 

In a very real sense, you are the jury every time you read or view anything. You 

weigh good versus evil, the actions and choices of the participants, and so forth. In 

this trial metaphor, the defense attorney is the author, who is defending the actions 

of the main character. The author creates the character, molds her, and makes her 

choose certain actions. Then, by reason of her being the protagonist, we come to the 

story on her side as well. We are naturally empathetic toward her, but somewhere in 

our reading, we will be wise to step into the jury box and see her actions from all sides.  

People who travel or who enter government buildings (like courthouses) have to 

go through metal detectors, and metal objects deemed dangerous are taken away. But 

when you enter the courthouse that is the story you are reading, take your most 

effective weaponɂyour brainɂwith you. Sit in the jury box. Evaluate the writing, the 

ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄÖÉÅ×ȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅȟ ÉÎ 

reality, they are all on trial as you read. 

So, member of the jury, be prepared to make some evaluations. Ready? Court is in 

session . . . 
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5 ά! WǳǊȅ ƻŦ IŜǊ tŜŜǊǎέ 

If Susan Glaspell were a lawyerΣ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ά! WǳǊȅ ƻŦ 

IŜǊ tŜŜǊǎΦέ What claims or arguments  
is she making for the following characters? 
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How does Glaspell make Minnie Wright  

an empathetic character? 

Write at least 5 ways here: 

1. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

 

4. 

 

 

5. 
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7 ά! WǳǊȅ ƻŦ IŜǊ tŜŜǊǎέ 

How does Glaspell lead readers to feel  

negatively about the men and their ideas? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does she lead readers to feel  

positively about Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters? 
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How do the men view the law? 

 

 

 

 

 

How do the women view the law? 

 

 

 

 

 

With which set of characters do you agree? 

 

 

 

 

Do you believe these distinctions about the law  

can be clearly drawn on gender lines in real life? 
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9 ά! WǳǊȅ ƻŦ IŜǊ tŜŜǊǎέ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What I want to remember 
about this story. 

 

What I want to forget. 
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Frankenstein 

7ÈÅÎÅÖÅÒ ) ÈÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ Ȱ&ÒÁÎËÅÎÓÔÅÉÎȟȱ ) ÔÈÉÎË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÓÔÅÒȟ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÏÒȢ !ÎÄ 

) ÔÈÉÎË ÏÆ ÂÏÌÔÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÎÅÃË ÁÎÄ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÃÁÌ Ó×ÉÔÃÈÅÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏ×Î 

and lightning bolts piercing a violent thunderstorm. Is this true for you as well? 

!Ó ÙÏÕ ÒÅÁÄ -ÁÒÙ 3ÈÅÌÌÅÙȭÓ Frankenstein, your ideas of the monster and his creator 

may change somewhat. For instance, before I read this book, I thought Victor 

Frankenstein was an older-man-turned-mad-scientist. I learned, though, that Victor 

is only 18-ςτ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÁÇÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÍÁÄȢ /Ò ×ÁÉÔȢ -ÁÙÂÅ ÈÅ ÉÓȢ 

There are TOO MANY questions in the next section (About the novel/About you). 

You are not meant to answer all of them. Your teacher will tell you which questions 

or chapters to deal with.  

7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÅÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÖÅÌ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÔÈȢ 

For Your Choice of Activities at the end of the chapter on Frankenstein in the 

ÔÅØÔÂÏÏËȟ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ the Ȱ#ÏÍÐÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ #ÏÎÔÒÁÓÔ &ÒÁÎËÅÎÓÔÅÉÎȭÓ -ÏÎÓÔÅÒ ÖÅÒÓÕÓ 

Adamȱ ×ÏÒËÓÈÅÅÔ and the character map in here.  
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11 Frankenstein 

 

 

!ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΥ How many years after Mary Shelley wrote the novel did she write 

this introduction?  

 

What is her stated purpose for writing the novel?  

 

 

 

Letter I: ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ wƻōŜǊǘ ²ŀƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǘǿƻ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƛƴ [ŜǘǘŜǊ мΚ 

 

1. 

 

 

2.  

 

 

Letter II: How old is Captain Walton?   

 

 

Who does Walton get a glimpse of here? 

 

 

¢ǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƘŜ ǇƛŎƪǎ ǳǇ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎǘǊŀƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ άƭŀǊƎŜ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛŎŜΦέ ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ƛǘ, and 

in what condition is the man? 

 

 

  

 

About the novel 
Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 
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Most readers come to this story knowing that Dr. Frankenstein reanimates a sewn-together 

creature through electricity. What two statements in Letter IV are reflective of this future 

action?  

1. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

How does Captain Walton feel about the man he rescued? What makes Victor open up to 

Walton and tell him his story?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to Victor, ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άwiserΣ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŘŜŀǊŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀƛŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

άǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀǳƭǘȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŜǎέ όǇΦ мнύΦ In your opinion, what attributes should 

a friend have? What do you look for in a friend? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: 
 
A: 

Q: 
 
A: 

About you 
Q: 
 
A: 
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13 Frankenstein 

 

 

Chapter II: What are some of VƛŎǘƻǊΩs interests growing up?  

 

 

 

What character trait will get him into trouble?  

 

 

 

Some very important things happen to Victor on page 22. Write out his stated goal for his 

life, which in his mind will be accompanied by great glory: 

 

 

 

 

What event chaƴƎŜǎ άǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘέ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ from reading the old masters to studying 

some new discoveries? 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter III: What major loss does Victor suffer in this chapter?  

 

 

 

 

Q: 
A: 

About the novel 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 
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Find a second metonymy on page 25 and write it here:  

 

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ Ǝƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ну? In your 

opinion, is this a worthy goal? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter IV: How long has it been since Victor has gone home? 

 

 

 

He reports that he was at the point of returning home when something happened to keep 

him in Ingolstadt. What was it? 

 

 

Many a scientific researcher has asked the same question that Victor asks himself: What 

should I do with my newfound knowledge? What does Victor decide to do? 

 

 

 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
 

A: 

About the novel 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 
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15 Frankenstein 

What are the two outcomes he expects from his new idea? Is this similar or different from 

the outcome God expected when he created humans? Explain. 

1. 

 

2.  

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter V: How long has Victor worked on his project of animating a dead body? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŜȅŜǎ ƻǇŜƴΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: 
 

A: 

Q: 
A: 

About the novel 

Q: 
A: 

About you 
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Chapter VI: ²Ŝ ǎŜŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ όǇΦ поύ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 

since the monster was created. Then another year goes by (p. 44) with no mention of the 

monster. What do you think he has been doing all this time? Why do you think Victor is 

ignoring the situation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŎƘŜŜǊǎ ǳǇ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΦ Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƘŜŜǊŜŘ ōȅ 

hearing from you? 

 

 

 

 

ά²ƘŜƴ ƘŀǇǇȅΣ ƛƴŀƴƛƳŀǘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ōŜǎǘƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ 

sensations. A serene sky and verdant fields filled me with ecstasy. The present season was 

indeed divine; the flowers of spring bloomed in the hedges, while those of summer were 

ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ ōǳŘΦέ Victor is greatly affected by being in nature. How do you react to nature? 

Does it heal you?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the novel 

About you 

Q: 
 
 

A: 

Q: 
 

A: 

Q: 
 
 
A: 
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17 Frankenstein 

 

 

Chapter VII: ²Ƙŀǘ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΚ 

 

 

 

How long has Victor been away from home? 

 

 

How long ago did he create the monster? 

 

 

How old do you think Victor is? 

 

Why does Victor not tell his family who the real murderer is? 

 

 

²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ ƳǳǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΚ 

 

 

Does Victor believe her to be guilty? 

 

 

Chapter VIII: Why does Justine confess to a murder she did not commit? 

 

 

 

About the novel 
Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 
Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 
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Do you think Victor should have told what he knows about the real murderer? Explain your 

answer. 

 

 

 

Chapter IX: Iƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΚ 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have suffered violence or loss, write how it has affected you, how it has changed the 

way you think and how you view the world and the people in it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

²ǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŘŜŜǊέ όǇΦ спύΦ Use the space 

below. What a fantastic word picture ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ. Now write a sentence to compare 

your life to something in nature. 

 

 

 

 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

About you 
Q: 
A: 

Q: 
 
A: 
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19 Frankenstein 

 

 

Chapter X: The monster threatens Victor during the storm in the Alps. What does he 

threaten him with? 

 

tŀǊŀǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ tŜǊŎȅ .ȅǎǎƘŜ {ƘŜƭƭŜȅΩǎ ǇƻŜƳ άaǳǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ όǇΦ стύΥ 

 

 

 

 

Victor often finds relief when he visits the Alps, where nature has a calming effect on him 

όάǎƻƭŜƳƴƛȊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ όǇΦ ссύΦ Where 

do you go to find relief from chaos, frustration, and the cares of life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapters XI-XVI: How does the monster treat the cottagers? 

 

 

 

 

About the novel 
Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

About you 

About the novel 

Q: 
 
A: 

Q: 
A: 
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What does he learn from them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does he react when Felix rejects him and tears him from the old man? 

 

 

 

 

Chapter XVII: What demand does the monster make on Victor? 

 

 

What does Victor resolve to do for the monster? 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter XX: Write down the word picture Shelley uses that relates to reanimation through 

electricity: 

 

 

 

 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 
Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

About the novel 
Q: 
A: 
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21 Frankenstein 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ bh¢ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ 

that he would? 

 

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΚ 

 

 

In your opinion, why does Victor not follow the monster and try to kill him? 

 

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƘŜΩǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΚ 

 

 

Chapter XXI: For whose death is Victor on trial in Ireland? 

 

 

Who really killed the man? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 
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Victor Ƙŀǎ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŀƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ όάL ƘŀŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎŜŜƪ ŘŜŀǘƘέύ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜ ƛǎ 

ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ όάL ƻŦǘŜƴ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ L ƭƻŀǘƘŜŘέύΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ 

takes a double dose of sleeping medicine (laudanum), which only gives him nightmares. His 

family and friends set up a suicide watch. What can you do for a friend who is suicidal or 

who is having suicidal thoughts? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter XXII: Write down the allusion to Adam and Eve: 

 

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀƭƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΚ 

 

 

Write one hint from the paragraph in which Victor foreshadows trouble: 

 

 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

About you 

About the novel 
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23 Frankenstein 

 

Write an example of anthropomorphism in this chapter: 

 

 

 

Victor refuses to explain to his father what he means by saying that William, Justine, and 

IŜƴǊȅ άŀƭƭ ŘƛŜŘ ōȅ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎέ όǇΦ мосύΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŦǳǎƛƴƎΚ 

 

 

Do you think this is a strong enough reason? 

 

 

 

 

±ƛŎǘƻǊ ŀǎǎŜǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΣ WǳǎǘƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ IŜƴǊȅ άŘƛŜŘ ōȅ Ƴȅ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎέ όǇΦ мотύΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ 

agree with him? Do you think he is morally responsible on any level for their deaths? 

Explain your opinion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
 
A: 

https://writingwithsharonwatson.com/illuminating-literature-characters-in-crisis/


24   Novel Notebook for Illuminating Literature: Characters in Crisis 

 

Copyright © 2017 by Sharon Watson. All rights reserved.  

  

 

 

Chapter XXIII: How does Shelley set the mood for this chapter and its horrendous events? 

 

 

 

What finallyτfinally!τmakes Victor tell his story to the local magistrate, take action, and 

begin to hunt the monster? 

 

 

Does the magistrate believe Victor? 

 

 

Chapter XXIV: Write one of the apostrophes you find in this chapter: 

 

 

 

Write the allusion: 

 

 

 

What convinces Captain Walton that Victor is telling the truth? 

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ Ŧŀǘŀƭ ŦƭŀǿΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ²ŀƭǘƻƴΚ 

 

 

About the novel 
Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 
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Victor, now bereft of all his loved ones, begins to experience something unusual. What is 

it? 

 

 

Lƴ ²ŀƭǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ 

is it? 

 

 

Victor asserts that because he created another being, he was responsible to it. What does 

he say he was responsible to do? 

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ²ŀƭǘƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

him? 

 

 

 

 

When the monster speaks to Victor in the coffin, Walton wonders if he can carry out 

±ƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŘȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ²ŀƭǘƻƴ ƪƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƴŘΦ IŜ ƛǎ άǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜ ƻf curiosity 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴέ όмсоύ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ άǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛǎŜǊȅέ ό164), and then 

ƘŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎǳŀǎƛƻƴΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 

the monster is remorseful of what he has done, or do you think he is simply spouting 

excuses presented with great passion? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
 
 
 

A: 
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Do you have pity on the monster when you hear his side of the story? 

 

 

Paraphrase these two quotations of the monster. Do you agree with him? 

ά¢ƘŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ŀƴƎŜƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ ƳŀƭƛƎƴŀƴǘ ŘŜǾƛƭΦ ¸Ŝǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴ ƘŀŘ 

friends and associates in his desolation; I am aloneέ ό165). 

 

 

ά!Ƴ L ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƪƛƴŘ ǎƛƴƴŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƳŜΚέ όмсрύΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

Victor has an inner desire to be the first to create life through reanimation. When he acts 

upon his desire and makes it external, his actions affect other characters. When you act 

upon an inner desire and make it external by your actions, how does it affect others? 

Choose one of your own desire-turned-action and write about the effects it had on others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
 
A: 
 
 
A: 

Q: 
 
 

A: 
 

About you 
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When characters in books undergo a crisis, they are changed or their inner character is 

revealed. This is the same for real people. Write about a time when you experienced a 

crisis. How were you changed? What inner quality was revealed to you at that time? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Q: 
 

A: 
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This is one of the activities mentioned in the textbook in Your Choice of Activities. 

Directions: Fill in the boxes of features for both creations and then add other features that you would like to 

examine. Complete the boxes on the right. After looking at your lists, what conclusions can you draw? 

Features Frankensteinõs Adam 

/ǊŜŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ   

Purpose of creating each being   

²Ƙŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊΩǎ 
expectation of his creation was 

  

How each creation reacted to 
his creator 
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Monster 
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This is one of the activities mentioned in the textbook in Your Choice of Activities.  

https://writingwithsharonwatson.com/illuminating-literature-characters-in-crisis/


30   Novel Notebook for Illuminating Literature: Characters in Crisis 

 

Copyright © 2017 by Sharon Watson. All rights reserved.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What I want to remember 

about Frankenstein. 

 

What I want to forget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://writingwithsharonwatson.com/illuminating-literature-characters-in-crisis/


  

Copyright © 2017 by Sharon Watson. All rights reserved.  

31 Silas Marner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silas Marner  

(ÅÒÅȭÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ .ÏÖÅÌ .ÏÔÅÂÏÏË ÆÏÒ Silas Marner. Ask your teacher 
which ones you are expected to do: 

1. A worksheet for images and events that indicate death/life/coming to life again. 

2. A worksheet for images and events that relate to darkness and light, which are 

ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ƛƭŀǎΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ. 

3. {ƛƭŀǎΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΥ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴ. 

4. Optional: a worksheet for images and events relating to doors. Doors, both 

ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴΣ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ƻǊ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƛƭŀǎΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ 

5. Getting to Know You, SilasτWhat are the elements Eliot uses to introduce us to 

Silas? 

6. Betrayed!τBetrayal in the life of Silas and in yours. 

7. Godfrey versus Silasτa compare and contrast of characters. 

8. Why Is the Psalmist Bitter?τRead a Psalm by a bitter songwriter and make a 

discovery. 

9. RollercoasterτUse a rollercoaster to label the plot phases. 

 

3 
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33 Silas Marner 
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Event: 

 

3ÉÌÁÓȭÓ ÒÅÁÃÔÉÏÎȡ 

 
 

How does this change his views of people or God? 

Event: 

 

3ÉÌÁÓȭÓ ÒÅÁÃÔÉÏÎȡ 

 

 

How does this change his views of people or God? 

Event: 

 

3ÉÌÁÓȭÓ ÒÅÁÃÔÉÏÎȡ 

 

 

How does this change his views of people or God? 
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Getting to Know You, Silas 

How does George Eliot make Silas an empathetic figure?  

όwŜǾƛŜǿ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ м ƛƴ ά! WǳǊȅ ƻŦ IŜǊ tŜŜǊǎΣέ ƛŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦύ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does Silas look like? ϑ5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ {ƛƭŀǎΩǎ ƭƻƻƳ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ show that 

{ƛƭŀǎΩ ōŜƴǘ ŦǊŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊǎƛƎƘǘŜŘƴŜǎǎ ŀǊŜ ōǳǘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƻǳǘŎǊƻǇǇƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ 

inner deficiency? Hmmm. Interesting.} Include page numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we learn about Silas from what he says or from his thoughts? 
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What do we learn about him from what he does? (Hint: Among other things, 

think about his relationship with William Dane and how Silas treats Jem 

Rodney, whom he believes stole his gold.) 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we learn about him from what others say about him or how they 

react to him? How reliable is this information? 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we learn about Silas from the omniscient narrator? 
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When you were forming your opinion of Silas, which method did you rely on 

the most? (What he says, what he does, what he looks like, what he thinks, 

what others say about him, how others react to him, and what the 

narrator/author says about him, or a combination of clues.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this the method you use in your life when forming opinions of others? If not, 

how do you form opinions of others in real life? 
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Betrayed!  

How does Silas react when he is betrayed by his best friend William Dane and 

wrongly accused by the members of Lantern Yard? 

 

 

 

How does Godfrey react when he is betrayed by his brother Dunstan, who tries 

to extort money from him or reveal his secret? 

 

 

How do you react when you are wrongly accused or betrayed? 

 

 

If you have a story about being wrongly accused or betrayed, having a secret 

divulged, or being treated sorely by someone close to you, record it here. 

Include your reactions and the conclusions you drew. 
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!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ {ƛƭŀǎΩǎ ŘŜŜǇ ƘǳǊǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 5ŀƴŜΩǎ ōŜǘǊŀȅŀƭ and the 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŦŀƭǎŜ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴ, Silas loses his faith in God. Is there anything that 

would cause you to become bitter and lose your faith in God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

{ƛƭŀǎΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ DƻŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ 9ǇǇƛŜ and comes to love her. 

How would you resolve your disappointments with God and bitterness of Him? 

How would you work out your differences with God and become reconciled to 

Him again? 
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This is one of the activities mentioned in the textbook in Your Choice of Activities. 

Directions: Fill in the boxes of features for both men and then add other features you would like to examine. Examine your lists. 

How are the two men similar? How are they different? Draw insightful conclusions. Speculate on what Eliot may have been 

saying through this. 

Features Godfrey Silas 
Physical features   

Inner character + moral fiber   

How each man became bitter   

What motivates each man   

How each man views Eppie   
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Why is the psalmist bitter? 
 

What has made the writer of Psalm 73 bitter? 

 

 

 

 

When he is bitter, what is his conclusion? 

 

 

 

Something happens to change his mind. What is it? 

 

 

 

 

What is his new conclusion? 

 

 

 

 

When he is in the middle of his anger, disillusionment, and bitterness, why dƻŜǎƴΩǘ he talk about it or 

write about it? 

 

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛŦ ŀƴȅΣ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΚ 
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What I want to remember 
about Silas Marner. 

 

What I want to forget. 
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Much Ado About Nothing 

9ÏÕÒ .ÏÖÅÌ .ÏÔÅÂÏÏË ÉÓ ÃÈÏÃË ÆÕÌÌ ÏÆ ÇÏÏÄÎÅÓÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȢ (ÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÏÏÐ ÏÎ 

×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÒÅȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÅØÐÌÁÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ȡ 

¶ Character map 

¶ Paraphrase 

¶ Examples of Deception 

¶ Examples of Appearance versus Reality  

¶ I am the hero of my own story 

Character map:    This shows the characters and their relationships to each other in 

ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÅÁÌÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ .ÏÖÅÌ .ÏÔÅÂÏÏË ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÆÉÌÌÅÄ ÏÕÔȟ 

ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÉÔ ÁÓ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÁÄ Much Ado About Nothing. If you have a different 

idea about how you would like your character map to look, go ahead and create a 

new one that shows how the characters are connected. 

Paraphrase:  If you have been following along with the homework schedule, these 

×ÏÒËÓÈÅÅÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÆÉÌÌÅÄ ÉÎȢ )Æ ÎÏÔȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÁÐÈÒÁÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅ 

4 
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from Much Ado About Nothing on regular paper, if you wish, or use the special pages 

in your Novel Notebook. 

Deception  and appearance versus reality : Deceivers and deception figure large in 

Much Ado About Nothing. Characters are self-deceived, some deceive or trick others, 

actions are not what they seem and sometimes neither are words. Keep a list of 

actions, items, and other elements that contribute to the motif of deception. Or keep 

a list of actions that show the difference between what something appears to be and 

what it actually is. You have a choice of lists. 

Letter or journal entry:  The antagonist is the hero of his own story. While a 

protagonist may claim to be the hero or heroine, the antagonist would beg to differ. 

He can justify any vengeful actions and may even see them as necessary, and the 

protagonist is very definitely standiÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÔÁÇÏÎÉÓÔȭÓ ÈÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓȢ 

Choose either Don John or Claudio and write a letter or journal entry from him 

explaining and justifying his actions to someone else. Why does he believe his 

actions and thinking are reasonable? This does not give him an excuse or a get-out-

of-jail-free card for his choices, but it does show his inner workings, motivations, 

and level of guile. 
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_________________ 

___________________________ 
_________________

_ 

__________________________ 

___________________ 

_______________________

__ 

___________________ 

__________________________________________ 

_______________________

__ 

Directions:  Fill in the blanks with the characters and their relationships. 

(y oung lord of  

Florence) 

(y oung lord of  Padua) 
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Paraphrase Act I, Scene I from 

ά.ŜƴŜŘƛŎƪΣ ŘƛŘǎǘ ǘƘƻǳ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ {ƛƎƴƛƻǊ [ŜƻƴŀǘƻΚέ ǘƻ ά[ƻƻƪΤ 

5ƻƴ tŜŘǊƻ ƛǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ȅƻǳέ όǇǇΦ 

4-5). Use this page and the next. Print 

more if needed. 
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Paraphrase Act I, Scene I from 

ά.ŜƴŜŘƛŎƪΣ ŘƛŘǎǘ ǘƘƻǳ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 

ƻŦ {ƛƎƴƛƻǊ [ŜƻƴŀǘƻΚέ ǘƻ ά[ƻƻƪΤ 5ƻƴ tŜŘǊƻ 

ƛǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ȅƻǳέ όǇǇΦ п-5). Print 

more pages if needed. 
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Examples of Deception 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you tell when someone is deceiving you? 

 

 

 

 

 Directions:  List here the examples of deception in Much Ado About Nothing.  

The deceptions can be good natured, accidental, mean, or even self-deception. 

 

https://writingwithsharonwatson.com/illuminating-literature-characters-in-crisis/


  

Copyright © 2017 by Sharon Watson. All rights reserved.  

51 Much Ado About Nothing 

Examples of Appearance versus Reality 
Directions:  List here instances of when appearance  

was different from reality in Much Ado About Nothing,  

which creates a situational irony .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write about a time in your life when you noticed that appearance was different from reality. 
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Directions: In the persona of Claudio or Don John, write your motivations, why you did what you did. 

Explain yourself to someone and justify your actions. 

I am the hero of my own  story. 
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What I want to remember 

about Much Ado About Nothing. 

 

What I want to forget. 
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An Assortment of Short Works 

Enjoy the special worksheets for each story or essay below:  

¶ ά! ²ƘƛǘŜ IŜǊƻƴέ 

¶ ά¢ƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ CƻǊƪƛƴƎ tŀǘƘǎέ 

¶ άIŀƛǊŎǳǘέ 

¶ ά¢ƘŜ [ŀŘȅΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƎŜǊ?έ 

¶ άhŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ-.ƻǊƴέ 

¶ ά! /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛƴ ²ŀƭŜǎέ 
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A White Heron 
Write about your encounter with nature and what it meant to you. 
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The Garden of Forking Paths  

Directions: Choose a recent segment of your life and plot it as a series of choices.  
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