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Directions 
1. Cut apart the boxes for Sci-Fi Characters, Sci-Fi Settings, and Sci-Fi 

Situations. 

2. Choose one box from each category. 

3. Use the character, setting, and situation to catapult you into a 

story. 

4. Change or add any character, setting, or situation you wish. 

5. Write. 

6. Have fun! 
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Sci-fi character 
 

A scientist 

Sci-fi character 
 

A robot 

Sci-fi character 
 

An extra-terrestrial 

Sci-fi character 
 

A ball of light that 
communicates 
telepathically 

Sci-fi character 
 

An astronaut 

Sci-fi character 
 

An extra-terrestrial that 
appears in human form 

Sci-fi character 
 

An ordinary family or 
person caught up in 
extraordinary events 

Sci-fi character 
 

A former or discredited 
scientist 

Sci-fi character 
 

A homeless person who 
stumbles onto an important 

fact 

Sci-fi character 
 

An AI computer or a 
computer/human combo 

Sci-fi character 
 

A mismatched group of 
adventurers 

Sci-fi character 
 

An animal that can 
communicate with extra-

terrestrials or humans 

Sci-fi character 
 

A physician 

Sci-fi character 
 

A character that is not 
really what he/she appears 

to be 
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Sci-fi setting 
 
 
 

Earth 

Sci-fi setting 
 
 

A portal to another 
time/place 

Sci-fi setting 
 
 

A planet in our solar system 

Sci-fi setting 
 
 

Outer space 

Sci-fi setting 
 
 

A planet outside our solar 
system 

Sci-fi setting 
 

A colony on Earth’s moon 
or another planet’s moon 

Sci-fi setting 
 
 

A space vehicle 

Sci-fi setting 

 
 

A space station 

Sci-fi setting 
 
 

A city in the past 

Sci-fi setting 
 
 

A dying star, planet, or 
moon 
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Sci-fi situation 
 
 

Someone is abandoned or 
left behind. 

Sci-fi situation 
 
 

UFOs/ETs land. 

Sci-fi situation 
 

A family travels through space 
on a mission that must be 

completed by a certain time or 
bad things will happen. 

Sci-fi situation 
 
 

Someone creates a creature 
that runs amok. 

Sci-fi situation 
 

A character tries to find out 
what is causing strange 
happenings on Earth. 

Sci-fi situation 
 

Someone lands on a 
reportedly empty planet but 

finds inhabitants. 

Sci-fi situation 
 
 

Strange plant life or beings 
grant wishes/deep desires. 

Sci-fi situation 
 
 

Someone experiences time 
travel, a parallel universe, 
or an alternate universe. 

Sci-fi situation 
 

Someone lands on a 
supposedly inhabited 

planet but finds it empty. 

Sci-fi situation 
 

Someone returns to Earth 
after a mission—but is it 

really Earth? 

Science-Fiction Situations 

https://writingwithsharonwatson.com/


© Copyright 2021 by Sharon Watson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give your teens the skills they need to write meaningful stories  

and to get published: 

Create empathetic protagonists Hook their readers 

Select a point of view   Write engaging dialog 

Ramp up the conflict   Describe settings and characters 

Build scenes    Critique themselves and other writers 

Submit a manuscript   And much, much more! 
 

 

Can be self-taught with guidance or used in groups and co-ops 
 

 A two-semester course for English credit 
 No prerequisites needed 
 13 fact-filled chapters, approximately 300 pages 
 85 practical lessons 
 One of only a few fiction texts uniquely designed for high school teens 
 Written to the student in a conversational tone 
 Gives insight into stories for literature courses 
 Hundreds of age-appropriate fiction examples from classics to recent novels 
 Optional manuscript track for teens who have already written a story 
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